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third in King Virata's stables, and fair
Draupadi was accepted into the Queen's
Household as a waiting-woman. Ten un-
eventful months passed by, and the exiles
rejoiced that their days of adversity would
soon be over. But as the year was drawing
to its close, the commander of the Matsya
forces caught sight of Draupadi and made
love to the Princess. When she would not
listen to his gallant addresses, he was rude
enough to insult her, and Bhima, the second
brother, not suffering the affront, killed the
nobleman in a frenzy of passion.

In the meantime, Duryodhan's emissaries
were searching every city of Hindustan with-
out being able to trace the banished Princes.1
But the spies brought intelligence of the
Matsya disturbances, and also reported that
Virata and the pick of his soldiers had left for
the soiith of Matsyaland to repel a hostile
tribe from the borders. The wily Kauravas,
profiting by this state of affairs, planned an

1 Hindustan is the land between the Himalaya and
Vindhya Mountains, while the rest of India, south of the
Vindhyas, is known as the Dekhan* During morning
prayers, the ancient dwellers by the Ganges shores
would turn eastward to the rising sun, so that the south
of India was &Man, i.e., on their right hand (<fe#ter in
Latin).